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The Final Product (frontier) 

• To Explore Strange New Worlds 

• To Seek Out New Life and Civilizations 

• To Boldly Go Where No Man Has Gone Before 

 



What are ESDs For? 

• Where does it occur on the landscape? 

• What are the abiotic characteristics? 

• What are the biotic characteristics? 

• How do you work with this site? 



ESDs – What is Under the Hood? 

• General 
• Physiographic Features 
• Climate Features 
• Water Features 
• Soil Features 
• Plant Communities 
• Site Interpretations 
• Supporting Information 
• Rangeland Health Reference Sheet 



General Section 

• Site Type 

• Site Name 

• Site ID 

• Major Land Resource Area 

• graphic 





Physiographic Features 

• General description 

• Landform 

• Elevation 

• Slope 

• Flooding 

• Ponding 

• Runoff classification 

• Aspect 







Climatic Features 

• General description 

• Frost-free period 

• Freeze-free period 

• Mean annual precipitation 

• Monthly precipitation and temperature 

• Climate stations 





Influencing Water Features 

• General description 

• Wetland description 

• System 

• Subsystem 

• Class 





Representative Soil Features 

• General description 

• Parent materials 

• Texture, surface and subsurface 

• Fragments, surface and subsurface 

• Drainage and permeability class 

• Depth 

• Chemistry 

• Available water capacity 







Plant Communities 

• Ecological Dynamics of the Site 

– STM diagram 

• Reference Plant Community 

– General description 

– Plant species composition by type and groups 

– Annual production 

• Other Plant Communities 

• Plant Growth Curve 













Ecological Site Interpretations 

• Animal Community 

• Hydrology Functions 

• Recreational Uses 

• Wood Products 

• Other Products 

• Other Information 



Supporting Information 

• Associated Sites 

• Similar Sites 

• State Correlation 

• Inventory Data References 

• Type Locality 

• Relationship to Other Established Classifications 

• Other References 

• Site Description and Revision approvals 



Rangeland Health Reference Sheet 

• 17 indicators reference information 










